
OUR MISSION, THROUGH GOD’S GRACE, IS TO BE AN INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY OF FAITH 
AND COMPASSION, EMPOWERING ONE ANOTHER TO BECOME DELIGHTFULLY DEVOTED 

FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
PASTOR DEREK FORBES (ON SABBATICAL UNTIL 9/1)

PASTOR MEG VAIL
JUNE 20, 2021

This story from Mark’s Gospel calls to mind Matthew’s account of Jesus approaching 
the disciples on the water. In that well-known story, Peter gets out of the boat to 
approach Jesus, but fearfully cries out to the Lord to save him. This spring, our Adult 
Sunday School class explored Matthew's passage in a study entitled, “Unraveled: 
Seeking God When our Plans Fall Apart.” As you consider Mark’s passage today and 
the similar themes we find in the two stories, I invite you to contemplate what our class 
contemplated in our spring study. During seasons of uncertainty, how do you release 
anxiety and practice trust? What events and forces unravel your trust? Name the 
threats as a way of releasing their power over you.

Welcome to Worship!                           
PRELUDE                  Brandon Clayton
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
INTROIT                               “In Times Like These” Norene Stafford
CALL TO WORSHIP Pastor Meg

We gather together in this place of peace and sanctuary. Why are we afraid?  
There is a longing in our hearts for freedom from exhaustion, from news of pandemic, 
famine, drought, conflict, violence, injustice, and hatred.  



In faith, we turn to Christ who says, “Peace! Be still!” 
There is a longing in our hearts to be people of peace and sanctuary, to conform our world to 
the kin-dom God has ordained, where justice, understanding, equity, and compassion prevail. 
Though storms surround us, Christ remains with us, the One to whom Creation bows 
down.  
Let us then turn to worship God, casting our burdens on the One who calms the winds. 

*  WORSHIP IN SONG #314 “Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness”
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Siblings in Christ, see what love God has for us, that we should be called children of God; and 
that is what we are. We are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: when Christ is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he 
is. And all who have this hope in Christ purify themselves, just as he is pure. As beloved 
children of God, let us confess our sin and call upon the faithfulness and justice of God. 

Lord God of all Creation, we come to you because of what you have done for us in the 
love of Christ, which has no dimension of length, breadth or height. We come to you 
knowing that sometimes we have received your grace in vain. We have not relied on 
your word or wisdom; we have not shown any concern or compassion when we should 
have; we have not loved our neighbor as we love ourselves. We have remained silent 
when we should have spoken and spoken when we should have been silent. We pray 
that from the grace we now receive, what we say and what we do will enable those 
around us to glimpse the life of the your Son, who calmed the storm with words which 
still echo through the centuries, “Peace. Be still.” Amen.  

Time for Silent Personal Confession
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Paul reminds us that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 
future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Let us believe and rejoice in 
the Good News of the Gospel:

  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
* RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS #582                           

“Glory To God Whose Goodness Shines on Me”                                                               
PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
READING FROM SCRIPTURE Mark 4:35-41 (NRSV)
On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” And 
leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were 
with him. A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was 
already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up 
and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” He woke up and rebuked the 
wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead 
calm. He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they were filled with 



great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.  Thanks be to God.

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN Pastor Meg
ANTHEM                              “His Eye is on the Sparrow”                   Norene Stafford 

SERMON Rev. Mirjam Haas-Melchior
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
WORSHIP IN SONG & WITH OUR GIVING #710               “We Lift Our Voices”
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your  
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive  

us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the  
time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power

and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen
SENDING OUT INTO THE WORLD

* WORSHIP IN SONG #837                        “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”
* BENEDICTION
* WORSHIP IN SONG                                                                  “Go Now in Peace”
POSTLUDE                   Brandon Clayton

Worship Times    9	a.m.	–	Contemporary	Worship				10:30	a.m.	–	Tradi9onal	Worship	
																																																												(ALL	SERVICES	IN	BRUNER	HALL) 

There will be a Prayer Walk at 10am on Wednesday with Pastor Meg. 
Meet on the office porch. 
Registration coming for: 
Utah Presbytery Women’s Retreat - September 11-12 in Park City 
FPC All-Church Retreat - September 18-19 at Bear Lake 

Weekly Financial Update through 6/19/21

Week of Weekly Contribution 
Needed:  $6,007

5/23 $4,860

5/30 $1,512

6/6 $4,470

6/13 $4,674

Current Contributions for 2021: $102,670

Current Expenditures for 2021: $119,795

Operating Budget for 2021: $312,374

Do you know that you can contribute via 
check, cash, direct deposit, Venmo, Billpay 
through your bank, or RMDs through your 
retirement account? Your offerings support the 
mission and ministry of First Presbyterian 
Church.

VENMO   @First-PresbyterianChurch-Logan


