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WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER Pastor Derek
INTROIT                   Thy Spirit, Lord, Has Stirred Our Souls                          Chancel Choir
CALL TO WORSHIP (adapted from Matthew 11:28-30) Pastor Meg

One: Jesus says, Come.
Many: Come to me all you who are weary.
One: Come to me all those carrying heavy burdens, for I will give you rest. 
Many: Jesus says, take my yoke, for I am gentle.
One: Come to Jesus, for we can learn from him, and Jesus’s yoke is easy and Jesus’s 

burden is light.
Many: Come, let us find rest in our souls, together, today.

OPENING HYMN #263 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

INVITATION TO CONFESSION Pastor Meg
Come, let us confess ourselves to the Lord, for Jesus promises to alleviate our burden; we do 
not have to bear the weight alone. 

God, we confess that we too often separate and judge one another. Or, we ignore unique 
gifts and experiences and say: I don’t see color, I don’t see race, I don’t see disability. 
Help us to see and name the commonalities and differences we might have. Help us to 
listen to each other’s experiences without dismissing or ignoring them. Give me the ears 
to hear and the words to acknowledge the personhood and belovedness of my neighbor, 
without discrimination or judgment, but with grace, validation and love. We pray in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Time for Silent Personal Confession

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS       
Hear the good news, we are all the children of God, and nothing we say or do can change that. 
Because of this, Jesus will forgive our sins whenever we need God’s grace. In these baptismal 
waters resides new life. Friends proclaim the good news to one another:

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!
RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me”

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
SCRIPTURE READING Acts 15:1-18 (NRSV)
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Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you 
are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” And after Paul and 
Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the 
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question with the apostles and the 
elders. So they were sent on their way by the church, and as they passed through both Phoenicia 
and Samaria, they reported the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the 
believers. When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles 
and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. But some believers who 
belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and said, “It is necessary for them to be 
circumcised and ordered to keep the law of Moses.”
The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter. After there had been much 
debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “My brothers, you know that in the early days God 
made a choice among you, that I should be the one through whom the Gentiles would hear the 
message of the good news and become believers. And God, who knows the human heart, 
testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us; and in cleansing their 
hearts by faith he has made no distinction between them and us. Now therefore why are you 
putting God to the test by placing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors 
nor we have been able to bear? On the contrary, we believe that we will be saved through the 
grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.”
The whole assembly kept silence, and listened to Barnabas and Paul as they told of all the signs 
and wonders that God had done through them among the Gentiles. After they finished speaking, 
James replied, “My brothers, listen to me. Simeon has related how God first looked favorably 
on the Gentiles, to take from among them a people for his name. This agrees with the words of 
the prophets, as it is written,

‘After this I will return, and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen;
    from its ruins I will rebuild it, and I will set it up,
so that all other peoples may seek the Lord—
    even all the Gentiles over whom my name has been called.
        Thus says the Lord, who has been making these things known from long ago.’

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.  Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Pastor Meg
ANTHEM                                           In This Very Room     Chancel Choir
SERMON                 Pastor Derek

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
WORSHIP IN SONG #301 “Let Us Build a House”
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SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER                
In this sacrament, we remember and celebrate what God has done for us in the life, death, and 

resurrection of God’s Son, Jesus Christ. Around the Table of the Lord, God's people are in 
communion with Christ and with all who belong to him. We receive God’s grace. We are  

empowered to live as Jesus’ disciples in our daily lives. Our Savior invites all those  
who trust him to share this feast which has been prepared. 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive  

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Communion of God’s People
Prayer after Communion

WORSHIP IN SONG #766 “The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound”

SENDING OUT INTO THE WORLD
BENEDICTION Pastor Derek
CLOSING SONG Go Now in Peace
POSTLUDE                            Emma Cardon, on harpsichord 

Composed by Louis Couperin 

Announcements: 
• Next week, on May 9th, we will at the church for the first time in fourteen months. Worship 

will be in Bruner Hall at 9am (Praise Band) and 11am (Westminster Bell Choir). Masks will 
be required, and we will have chairs spread out for you. If you prefer to worship from home 
both services will be live-streamed to our YouTube channel (and recorded, so they available 
for viewing at a later time). 

• If you are curious, of the 70 people who responded to our congregational survey, 98.6% 
stated they were fully vaccinated (90.1%) or are awaiting their second shot (8.5%). 
Children, of course, are not yet eligible for this vaccination.

• We will pause for one week on May 16th and only do online worship (a decision of the 
Worship Committee and Session), and then return to in-person worship on May 23rd and 
thereafter.
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Weekly Financial Update through 5/1/21

Week of Weekly Contribution Need-
ed:  $6,007

4/4 $7,880

4/11 $3,516

4/18 $3,994

4/25 $865

Current Contributions for 2021: $68,259

Current Expenditures for 2021: $95,660

Operating Budget for 2021: $312,374

Do you know that you can contribute via check, 
cash, direct deposit, Venmo, Billpay through your 
bank, or RMDs through your retirement account? 
Your offerings support the mission and ministry of 
First Presbyterian Church.
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